1 Th is ministry was formerly known by the name, "Single Ladies Interdenominational Fellowship" (slif). According to Elizabeth Wahome, its founder, the name change was occasioned by the group's desire to engage in evangelism outside Kenya. Th e Kenyan government would allow it to do so only as a ministry, not as a fellowship. Elizabeth Wahome, "Interview" with Richard Kagoe on K24 Television, December 29, 2008. Adogame, for example, points out (2008c: 306) the remarkable changes in the host countries that have been occasioned by religious diversity and pluralism. Th is is because wherever they go and settle African peoples are known to travel with their religions and cultures.
Th e complex dynamism of contemporary migration within and beyond Africa is partly refl ected in its increasing feminization, which largely challenges traditionally perceived male-dominated migration patterns (Adogame 2008a; cf. Cross et al. 2006) . Gender is a critical aspect of global migration and transnationalism, yet it was not until recently that scholars began to examine its dynamics. Gemignani (2007), Adogame (2008a) , and Crumbley and Clyne-Smith (2008) have explored how gender is intricately woven into the entire migration process. Th ey demonstrate how gender relations, roles and hierarchies diff erently shape the migratory behavior and experiences of women and men. Olupona and Gemignani (2007: 133) further argue that religious communities among migrants off er women opportunities to develop autonomy through their leadership experiences.
Despite receiving little scholarly attention, Kenyan religious movements have become transnational and feminized, just like others from Africa. Th is chapter examines some of these transnational religious movements in Kenya and the Kenyan Diaspora. It situates gender within the processes of globalization, migration, and transnationalism. Using three case studies, we demonstrate how women in Kenya and in other geo-cultural spaces are engendering and reshaping new religious movements. Exploring how women's new religious leadership and the emerging patterns of transnationalism intersect, infl uence and reshape one another, it concludes by arguing that religious networks provide African women with opportunities to exercise autonomy through religious leadership both locally and globally.
Th e selected churches are: Faith Evangelistic Ministries (fem) and the Teresia Wairimu Evangelistic Ministries (twem) USA chapter; Jesus Is Alive Ministries (jiam) and jiam International; and Single Ladies Interdenominational Ministries (slim).
1 Th ese three churches/ ministries are based in Kenya but have transnational networks, missions, offi ces and media ministries abroad.
